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Enchanted Rock, photographed in 2024. 8bit12man / CC BY 4.0.

Autumn color, local discoveries, and room at the table. Keep this issue close for seasonal outings, places to eat, art, history, and a thoughtful
fall garden.
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WELCOME

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

A Season for Gathering

Cypress along the Guadalupe River. Larry D. Moore / CC BY 4.0.

The last three months of the year ask a pleasant
question: where shall we meet? Around a kitchen table,
perhaps. On a town square before the evening lights
come on. In a gallery where one painting gives everyone
a different reason to stop.

October through December need not become a race from
one attraction to the next. Pick one thing you want to see,
leave time for lunch, and allow room for an unplanned
conversation. The point of a getaway is to return with a
memory, not a completed checklist.

This issue follows that idea from Enchanted Rock to
Fredericksburg’s Sunday houses. There are new tables to
try, museum highlights, a fall garden to enjoy and twelve

Sources & image credits: pages 44—-45

seasonal outings to put on the calendar.

Follow the organizer’s link before setting out. Tickets,
holiday hours and weather plans can change. And
remember that these are communities where people live
and work: a closed trail is a reason to choose another
stop; a busy restaurant is a chance to explore another
block.

As Thanksgiving gives way to Advent and Christmas,
leave a little time unassigned. Invite someone along. Let
a small outing become a good memory. There is room for
that kind of season here.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR



...And More

Instant Gratification Advertising.. Why

What It Is

You can see it happening.in real time! A simple, incentive-driven sys-
tem tha’gc turns customers into brand amplifiers via QR-driven sharing and
prize entries.

Key Benefits

e Boost Social Reach: More shares/comments trigger platform algorithms to show your
content to new audiences.

e Capture Leads: Collect names, emails, and phones for follow-up campaigns.

e Cost-Effective Growth: Leverage existing cudstomers’ networks instead of heavy ad
spend.

Scan & Enter Share & Amplify Engage & Follow-Up
Customer scans a branded After entry, they click Their shares/comments
QR code (placed in-store, prominent buttons to share] boost your algorithmic

reach. Automated emails
thank them, announce
winners, and invite further
engagement (follow pages,
redeem offers).

on dpackaging, receipts, etc.)| your page/post on social
and enters minimal info to platforms (Facebook, Ins-
join a prize draw. tagram, LinkedIn, Twitter,
messaging). Pre-filled text
makes sharing one tap.

Why It Works Next Steps ,

¢ Immediate Impact Brief Discovery: Quick call to choose prizes, QR

e Network Effect placements, and goals. .

¢ Build Contact List Setup & Test: We build the form, sharing page, and
e Flexible Incentives feedback elements; you review.

e Fast Deployment Launch & Monitor: Deploy QR codes; track scans,

[}

WE HANDLE EVERYTHING shares, and leads daiI%l/weekIy. .
Optimize & Scale: Refine messaging or incentives; plan
next campaign wave.



ACTIVATE YOUR CARD FOR

EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS

SAVE ON TEXAS ATTRACTIONS LEARN MORE

S&ﬁ; 5 Schlitterbahn New Braunfels - Up to 50%
seA Sea World San Antonio - Over 50%
silffes Six Flags Fiesta Texas - Up to 60%

& = Natural Bridge Caverns - Save over 30%
@ City Sightseeing San Antonio - Up to 20%

SAVE AT MOVIE THEATERS NATIONWIDE
@ AMC Theaters - Up to 40%

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

SAVE UP TO 25%

Hertz Hertz, Dollar, and Thrifty s

SAVE UP TO 60% ON HOTELS s
W/YNDHAM e .

SAVE UP TO 50% ON HOTELS
NORWEGIAN

CRUISE LINE

Access to discounts on over

1,000,000 events (concerts CLICK TO ACTIVATE TODAY

sports, shows.) It's cost-free and easy!

e Access to discounts on G e
over 80,000 events (concerts, e P g, Sign up
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CONSPIRACY CORNER

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

What Makes Enchanted Rock Speak?

The mystery is real. The explanation is in the stone.

The landscape at Enchanted Rock. Photograph: 8bit12man / CC BY 4.0.

A granite dome is an unlikely storyteller. Yet Enchanted Rock
has long attracted accounts of groans, creaks and an
atmosphere that seems larger than the landscape itself. What
makes the rock ‘speak’ at the end of the day?

THE SOUND

The University of Texas Bureau of Economic Geology points to
temperature change. Thick granite sheets expand and contract
against one another, producing reported creaks and groans. A
physical explanation does not make the place less remarkable.
It does mean that no visitor is guaranteed a sunset
performance.

THE STORY

Folklore is a different kind of evidence. Later Spanish and
Anglo-Texas accounts interpreted Indigenous legends
associated with the landmark. Ask who recorded a story,
when, and whether the writer witnessed it or repeated

Sources & image credits: pages 44—-45

someone else’s account. Distinct communities should not be
blended into one convenient ghost story.

THE SMALLER MYSTERY

Shallow pools on the granite support specialized life, including
tiny freshwater fairy shrimp. Their eggs can survive dry
periods. An apparent puddle may be a habitat: keep feet and
pets out, even when the rock looks dry.

GO WITH CURIOSITY

The dome rises about 425 feet above the park’s base. Check
reservations, current alerts and closing times with Texas Parks
and Wildlife. Carry water and use permitted routes. A tale
about evening sounds is no reason to stay after hours.

Science and wonder can share the same landscape. The rock
does not need an invented secret to reward a closer look.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR



COMPLETE FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Auto, Truck, RV, & 4x4 Transmissions + Brakes
Front End Alignment » Air Conditioning
Classic Car Drive Train Restoration & Repair

Early Bird o
EMer .
ot
ey S .

I www.altransmissionskerrville:com

WOW Weight Loss is a 28-day live-
in transformation program focused
on reclaiming health, energy, and
self-worth through healing, move-
ment, and truth. It emphasizes a
_non-restrictive approach, reject-
ing calorie counting and punishing
workouts in favor of ancestral nu-
trition, trauma-informed care, and
daily movement.

Try WowWeightLoss.Site

Proudly Serving the Texas Hill Country!

( HOMETOWN CRAFTS )

Arts & Crafts Supplies = Leather Crafts
Balloons = Wedding Supplies
Party Supplies * Seasonal
Picture & Art Framing
Floral = Fabrics & Gifts & Much More!

opping Center- Kerrville, TX (830) 896-5944

841 Junction Hwry. F?.r-.-erl:JnF:.xbh
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http://wowweightloss.site
tel:+18308962234
tel:+18308965944

OPEN LETTER

Families across Texas, including KeH'

County are feeling the pressure of infla-
tion, and one of the biggest hidden drains
on our local economy is the steady shift
toward online spending. In 2025, an es-
timated 53,000 residents in Kerr County
spent more than $4,000 online each. That
represents well over $212 million leaving
the local economy in a single year—mon-
ey that could have supported local busi-
nesses, local workers, and the communi-
ties you represent.
name is Marvin Willis, Founder of the

M
S¥|op Local First Loyalty Card Program.
| created this program to give Texans

a practical, measurable way to reduce
their cost of living while strengthening

the small businesses that keep our towns

alive. The program is already delivering

real savings and real economic impact,
our district

e scaled across

and it can b [
to help families keep more of their money

in Texas.
A key example is just one of our dis-

counts. H-E-B, provides 3%-3.5% savings
on digital gift cards purchased through

our portal. Families simply show the
code receipt at the service desk and

receive a standard gift card with the

savings already applied. At the gas pump,
that same card stretches further—3.5%
off $3.50 fuel equals 12 cents off every
gallon. With the average family spendin
more than $300 a week on groceries an
fuel, annual savings easily exceed $1,000.

This is a direct, immediate way to reduce
inflation’s impact on Texas households

fl
without requiring new legislation, new

taxes, or new bureaucracy.

Local businesses benefit as well. Every
participating business receives:

- A full-page advertisement

- Free loyalty cards for all employees
- Exposure to a growing network of Texas

shoppers

- Increased foot traffic driven by real fi-

nancial incentives

All a business needs to do is offer a dis-
count to cardholders. The return is imme-
diate and community-wide.

We also donate loyalty cards to those
who serve our communities—first re-
sponders, teachers, hospital staff, city

— BIG NEWS FOR —
SHOP LOCAL FIRST MEMBERS!

\ H-E-B NOW OFFERS

3%OFF

with your Shop Local First Discount

"VU;[
+ Instant Savings at Checkout %

+ Support Your Community
 Essentialsforless = &

Shop Local. Save Local. Live Local.
Get Your Card & Start Saving at H-E-B Today!

At participating H-E-B locations. Terms apply.

students and staff. This strengthens lo-
cal economies from the inside out by
supporting the people who support Kerr
County every day.

This program aligns directly with those
priorities and offers a practical tool your
district can benefit from |mmed|ateIY.
Oh, and by the way, who else is actuall
lowering inflation for families right now?
I would welcome the opportunity to visit
with you and discuss how this program
can help the families and businesses of
Kerr County and the surrounding region
you represent.

Respectfully,

Marvin Willis/ Publisher Hill Country
Visitor Magazine

Founder, Shop Local First Loyalty Card
Program

830-377-9838
hcvcpublisher@gmail.com

and county employees, and university

14|
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HILL COUNTRY EVENTS

Follow the Season

October & early November outings

' §
R

Autumn harvest: Ekkatterrinna / CC BY-SA 4.0. Illustrative photo from Kakheti, Georgia.

Oktoberfest

October 2—4 e Fredericksburg

Bring your dancing shoes to Marktplatz for a weekend
celebrating Fredericksburg's German heritage. Live music, food,
and Kinder Park activities make this an outing for several
generations. Adult daily admission is listed at $15; tickets will be
available at the gate throughout the weekend.

Dripping Springs Songwriters Festival
October 16-18 e Dripping Springs

Listen to the people behind the songs in intimate downtown
venues. The twelfth festival advertises more than forty
songwriters, with performances in a Nashville-style song-swap
format. Downtown shows are free, making it easy to settle into a
listening room and discover a new favorite.

Fredericksburg Food & Wine Festival

October 22-25 o Fredericksburg

Four ticketed events span the weekend: Opening Night, the
Street Dinner, Grand Tasting, and Waterfront Brunch.
Saturday's tasting at Marktplatz runs from 1 to 5 p.m. for
general admission. All events are for guests 21 and older; photo
identification is required, and children and infants are not
admitted.

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

Quiet Valley Homecoming

October 23-25 e Kerrville area

Pack for a relaxed campout at Quiet Valley Ranch, where
campers help create the weekend through shared activities and
gatherings. Saturday brings a chili cookoff with meat and
vegetarian categories. This homecoming has no full concert
lineup; online weekend passes are listed at $35 per person.

Texas Furniture Makers Show

October 30-December 12 e Kerrville

Handmade furniture and accessories take center stage at Kerr
Arts and Cultural Center, 228 Earl Garrett Street. Makers from
around Texas bring craft into the gallery, inviting visitors to look
closely at objects designed for everyday life. Admission is free;
check current gallery hours before visiting.

Wurstfest

November 6-15 ¢ New Braunfels

Sausage, polka, and carnival rides share the bill at this ten-day
celebration beside the Comal River. The 2026 program
advertises more than forty bands across five stages. Admission
is free Monday through Thursday and for children twelve and
younger every day; check other ticket options online.

Dates researched September 21, 2026. Confirm current schedules and tickets with organizers; direct links on the Sources page.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR
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HILL COUNTRY EVENTS

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

Gather Under the Lights

November & December outings

-
| I

Sunday house at Pioneer Museum, Fredericksburg. Pi3.124 / CC BY-SA 4.0.

Wurstfest Regatta

November 6—8 and 13-15 e Canyon Lake

Lake Canyon Yacht Club hosts its annual sailing competition on
two November weekends. Centerboard boats and dinghies race
first, followed by keelboats and multihulls. Sailors can find
registration and race documents through the organizer; visitors
interested in watching should ask the club about access before
heading out.

Christmas Nights of Lights
November 24-January 5, 2027 e Fredericksburg

Marktplatz's Christmas tree and German pyramid become the
focus of a nightly lighting program. Music begins at 5 p.m.,
followed by a heritage presentation and countdown at 6. The
program pauses December 4 for the Christmas parade and
December 31 for the city's New Year's celebration.

Christmas in Comfort

November 28 ¢ Comfort

Make a day of the historic district's holiday celebration, with arts
and crafts vendors, food, entertainment, and a visit from Santa.
An illuminated parade rounds out the evening. The chamber has
announced the date, while its detailed schedule remains
pending; check the final program before setting your arrival
time.

Light the Night Christmas Parade

December 4 e Fredericksburg

Tlluminated floats travel Main Street between Washington and
Bowie streets beginning at 6:30 p.m. Bring a chair for roadside
viewing or check availability for reserved bleachers. Marktplatz
hosts food vendors and children's activities before and after the
procession, with Santa photos scheduled following the parade.

Weihnachts Parade

December 5 ¢ Boerne

Boerne's evening parade begins at 6 p.m., carrying lighted
entries down Main Street from the fire station toward River
Road. Bring blankets and a chair for the wait. December 6 is the
announced weather backup date; the city will post
postponements or cancellations on its Facebook page.

Jingle All the Way

December 12 ¢ Boerne

Choose a 5K, 10K, or family fun run beginning at the Patrick
Heath Public Amphitheater. The course uses part of the Old No.
9 Trail, and festive clothing is encouraged. Registration supports
Transformation House's work with women and children
rebuilding their lives after domestic violence. Entry fees vary by
distance.

Dates researched September 21, 2026. Confirm current schedules and tickets with organizers; direct links on the Sources page.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR
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DOUBLE L

RANCH & WILDLIFE

FEED STORE

KERRVILLE l.'_ INGRAM

THE KERRVILLE AREA’S ONLY LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED FEED STORE!
Double L is a full-service feed store and so much more.

We carry all the top ranching, wildlife, pet, gardening supplies, plus the area’s largest selection of tack and horse care products.
We also believe in giving our customers great service. That is why we spend time helping you find what you need.
Then we carry out your order and place it in your car or truck — even if it's a one-pound bag of birdseed.

KERRVILLE INGRAM
3122 Memoarial Boulevard - Kerrville, TX 78028 3225 Junction Highway - Ingram, TX 78025
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm
830-896-7722 830-367-4100

Great Opportunity
for Stylists!

_ _ byRaeanna  Rezultz has Booth Rental Spaces.
832 Main-Street Call Raeanna Today!

Kerrville

By

o RAEAIA WILLS

i

== B
577.2872%

=
S )/ 'R+ CERTIFIED
83!, M» RFDKEN
(s @ = MASTER
CLICK TO VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE SPECIALIST
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https://www.doublelfeed.com
https://www.facebook.com/RezultsByRaeanna/
tel:+18308967722
tel:+18303674100
tel:+18303772872

S WINASOOU ==

" PERSONALIZED SONG!

Imagine a song written just for you. Your
wedding. Your anniversary. Your business launch. A loved
one’s trlbute One unforgettable story, captured in music
forever ' |

ENTER THE GIVEAWAY (FREE) SCAN HERE

1 Scan the OR code “TO ENTER'

2 Register online - ::: i -'| ot

3 Listen to sample songs I Ii| '.' :: '--II o !.' Hy

4 Boost your chances by sharing :H": :I:'Ii' '!"" |
and commenting! B i o el

DON'T WANT TO WAIT?
DIDNT WIN? . . :

e Weddings & Anniversaries
Gel a custom song done . : .
JUST FOR YOU Graduations & Memorials
AND YOUR e Business Branding

& Theme Songs


https://flowcode.com/p/enEGx0rtm1

Transform Your Home with
Cody Marmaduke Construction

Looking to enhance your home’s beauty and functionality?
Trust Cody Marmaduke Construction for expert craftsmanship and
unparalleled service. Whether it’s a sleek modern upgrade or
a cozy addition, we bring your vision to life with:

- Balcony Additions & Decks -

Expand your outdoor living space. From landscaping
- Bedroom, Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling - projects to complete
Reimagine your interiors for comfort and style. structural
- Patios, Porches & Terraces - transformations,

Create inviting spaces for relaxation and gatherings.
- Garage & Laundry Room Additions -

- L Cody Marmaduke
Maximize your home’s utility. .
- Guest Houses, ADUs & Modular Homes - Construction
Flexible options for more living space. is your go-to partner for
- New Room & Common Area Additions - making your dream home
Tailored solutions for growing families. a reality. Let’s build
- Detached Garage Construction & More - something extraordinary
Designed to meet your unique needs. together.

- Asphalt Repair -
Revitalize driveways, walkways, and outdoor surfaces.

Contact us today for a free consultation!



tel:+18303282442
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REACH YOUR AUDIENCE

There is a certain rhythm to the Hill Country that you can feel if you pay attention.
It shows up in the slow mornings, the steady traffic through town, and the way
people share recommendations with one another. Around here, word of mouth

still matters. The difference now is where those conversations are happening.

More and more, they are happening online.

That is where Hill Country Visitor Magazine steps in. We are not trying to replace
that local trust. We are extending it. Inside the magazine, your business is present-
ed in a clean, interactive format where readers can take their time, click through,
and actually learn what you offer. It is not a passing glance. It is a moment of real
attention.

But what makes this work is what happens after someone closes the magazine.

Your business continues to show up across trusted Texas Hill Country Facebook
communities where locals and visitors already spend time. These are not cold
audiences. These are people actively looking for places to go, eat, shop, and ex-
plore. When they see your business more than once, in spaces they already trust,
it starts to stick.

That kind of steady visibility builds something stronger than a quick spike in atten-
tion. It builds recognition.

For new advertisers, this is often the missing piece. Not just being seen once, but
being seen in the right places, in a consistent and natural way.

That is how businesses become part of the conversation here.

If you are ready to put your business in front of a wider Hill Country audience and
stay top of mind this season, | would be glad to walk you through it.

Matthew Lee Willis
830-377-1987



tel:+18303771987

We are a small church in a large building,
but we would like to grow with people who have eyes to see
and ears to hear the Word of God and the love of Christ Jesus.

Biinwesy i

3139 JUNCTION HIGHWAY, INGRAM, TX 78025

L::‘ el o | AAdIMNA . A ¢ \' | m L BN I‘-\'\\ "'\‘.I\ 1 y
UR 14,000 \ L\ EVENI SPACL

&I IVIF LE . | \ AR AN '_\mgl

OUR FUNDRAISING DRIVE

IS RAISING MONEY TO PAY OFF THE MORTGAGE, AND TO ADD
LIGHTS AND AC TO THE EVENT CENTER. WE HOPE TO
MAKE THE CENTER AVAILABLE TO
THE INGRAM, HUNT, KERRVILLE, AND OTHER LOCAL AREAS.

PLEASE VIST OUR WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

CONTACT: (830) 367-5363
WWW.CITYWEST.ORG

PLEASE JOIN US FOR SUNDAY’S SERMON - 11:30-12:30
GOSPEL CENTERED & TAUGHT STRAIGHT FROM THE BIBLE
CASUAL DRESS OR DRESS UP, WHICHEVER YOU PLEASE



https://www.google.com/maps/@30.0731958,-99.2234062,3a,90y,182.67h,104.95t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sOatbQFs6q4a2v9R_ozgq0g!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DOatbQFs6q4a2v9R_ozgq0g%26cb_client%3Dsearch.gws-prod.gps%26w%3D360%26h%3D120%26yaw%3D179.40674%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu

FOOD SPOTTING

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

New Tables for Your Fall Travels

Southern Italian e Easy lunches e Thai—Texas flavors

Illustrative food photo; not this restaurant’s dish.

WIMBERLEY

Gennaro’s Ristorante
Italiano

Opened June 24, 2026
13900 Ranch Road 12

Southern Italian cooking, pizza and
scratch-made favorites anchor this family
restaurant rooted in Naples. Indoor and
outdoor seating make it a relaxed stop
after exploring Wimberley’s shops.

Look for: pizza, lunch specials and a
leisurely family meal.

Menu & visitor information -

MAKE A DAY OF IT

Illustrative food photo; not this restaurant’s dish.

BOERNE

Chicken Salad Chick

Opened June 3, 2026
34702 Interstate Highway 10 W.

A convenient lunch stop with chicken
salads, soups, sandwiches, sides and
desserts. A drive-thru and takeout
options suit a day already full of shopping
and sightseeing.

Good for: an easy lunch on the way
into town or food to take along.

Menu & visitor information -

Illustrative food photo; not this restaurant’s dish.

DRIPPING SPRINGS

Rice & Oak

Opened January 2, 2026
1025 Cannon Drive, Suite 105

Thai flavors meet Texas brisket in fried
rice and massaman curry. Shrimp pad
Thai, coconut chicken soup and grilled
chicken satay round out the possibilities.

Try the idea: share a familiar favorite
and something with a Texas twist.

Menu & visitor information -

Choose one table as the anchor for your outing. Check opening hours and the current menu, leave time to browse
nearby shops, and keep the rest of the day flexible.

Sources & image credits: pages 44—-45
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https://gennaroswimberley.com/
https://www.chickensaladchick.com/locations/tx/boerne/34702-interstate-hwy-10-w/
https://riceandoaktx.com/

Discover Ingram’s Premier Meeting Space

Welcome to City West Church’s 14,000-square-foot meeting area —
your perfect venue for conferences, banquets, weddings,
quinceaneras, and more!

With a kitchen attached and a private dining room for VIP guests,
this space is equipped to elevate any celebration or event.

Call (830) 367-5363 today

to check availability and reserve your date.
Make your next event unforgettable!




GOT GRIME? WE CAN HELP!

<€ HILL COUNTRY'S #1

GIRIME

FIGHTERS

FLOOR CLEANERS

UNPARALLELED SERVICE AND GERM-FREE CLEANING IN TEXAS HILL COUNTRY

Tile & Grout Cleaning Carpet Cleaning Natural Stone Cleaning

Uncommon Solutions for All Your Floor Cleaning Needs

SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT

} ‘=~..

Hi, I'm Josh and I'm the owner of Grime Fighters.
For me, cleaning isn't just my job - it's my passion.

We've been family ownad for 8 years and in that time

my main focus has been treating your family like my family.

What does that mean for you? You can expect to be wowed
from the first phone call all the way through to your project's
completion. | promise to bring my enthusiasm and experience
to every project we take on to deliver high-quality results

with a dependable service you can frust.

Serving all of Texas Hill Country including Kerrville,
Fradericksburg, Boerne, Comfort, Ingram, Hunt, Harper,
Bandera, Medina and Center Point.

We are also willing to travel, contact us for a quote!

Get a Free Estimate!

830-890-1558

SERVING THE ENTIRE HILL COUNTRY FOR 25 YEARS!

- Drain Cleaning
- Heating and Air Conditioning
- Plumbing
,s - Tankless Water Heaters
| - Reverse Osmosis and Water Softeners
- Preventative Maintenance Agreements
THE

Boswonm - Duct Work

Company - Ca mera SCO pe

Worth the Call. Always. - Air Purification System
Proudly serving
the Hill Z - Generators
Country for YEARS R S ) mre
830.428.2764 i " =

2812 Blacksmith Lane | www.bosworthkerrville.com

32|


https://kingsumo.com/g/10pjnv3/hill-country-visitor-magazine-giveaway-fall
https://www.hcgrimefighters.com/contact.html
https://www.hcgrimefighters.com

@ DINE IN or

HOAPANESE ' CARRY OUT

STEAK & SUSHI =

SUN -THURS 11 am -9 pm « FRI-SAT 11 am - 10 pm

[ ]

Get 10% OF F W|th a
SHOP LOCAL FIRST CARD

Don't have a card? Get your card here today.

218 Sydney Baker S ¢« Kerrville

www.bonzaikerrville.com

(830) 315-6888



https://www.bonzaikerrville.fastamphosting.com/menu.html
https://www.yelp.com/biz/bonzai-japanese-steak-and-sushi-kerrville-2
https://www.facebook.com/BonzaiKerr
https://www.bonzaikerrville.com
tel:+18303156888
https://flowcode.com/p/oPz4nnACv

NATURE NOTES OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

A Smaller, More Thoughtful Fall
Garden

Let the garden set the pace.

October offers a useful question: what deserves
a place in the garden now? A bed of greens, a
better layer of mulch or a notebook filled with
observations can be enough.

WALK BEFORE YOU SHOP

Notice which bed receives sustained sunlight
and which corner stays wet. Look from the
kitchen window as well as from the path. A
garden you see and visit often is easier to know.

Start with food you want to bring inside. If
tender greens appeal more than a big cabbage
harvest, let that preference shape the bed. Keep
the seed packet and mark your planting date.

GROW FOR YOUR PLACE

Texas A&M AgrilLife lists lettuce, spinach,
radishes, beets and turnips among frost-tolerant
crops. Planting dates vary across Texas; use your
county Extension advice rather than the first
cool afternoon as a signal.

A modest garden can be generous in what it asks
us to notice.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR 21



NATURE NOTES

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

Small Changes, Lasting Pleasure

Soil « Water  Observation

Garden lettuce: DeFacto / CC BY-SA 4.0.

FEED THE SOIL

Well-rotted organic matter, such as compost, belongs in
the planning of a fall vegetable bed. Work soil when it is
moist rather than wet. Raised beds can help drainage, but
thoughtful preparation still matters.

KEEP IT COVERED

Mulch slows moisture loss and helps control weeds. As
organic material breaks down, it contributes to soil
improvement. Avoid using remains of the same crop as
its mulch, which can carry disease into the next planting.

CHECK BEFORE YOU WATER
New transplants can suffer from too little water or
saturated soil. Check the soil instead of watering only by

Sources & image credits: pages 44—-45

lllustrative raised beds in England: Kolforn / CC BY-SA 4.0.

the calendar. Look under leaves and around stems while
you are there.

LEAVE ROOM TO NOTICE

Sketch a seed head, note which flowers still attract
visitors, or photograph the same bed each week. Let
children choose a plant to follow into December. The
pleasure is in looking closely together.

THIS WEEK’S SMALL PROJECT

Choose one bed. Identify its light, check its soil, and write
down one change you want to make. Carry a mug outside
and spend ten minutes simply looking.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR
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Perfect location for a Getaway!

Charming Ingram Home w/ Yard & Furnished Patio!

o

This delightful home in Ingram is the perfect place to rest and unwind!
The 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom vacation rental boasts a fully equipped
kitchen, at-home laundry, and private outdoor space. No matter your
reason for visiting the area, this property will make you feel comfortable!
Head to Kerrville for a bite to eat or to grab a locally sourced brew, then
return home to watch a favorite show on the Smart TV. Other highlights
include free WiFi and central air conditioning.

Sleeps 9 guests - 3 Bedrooms - 2 Bathrooms
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https://evolve.com/vacation-rentals/us/tx/ingram/492057?utm_content=1189672247202720&utm_term=evolve+rentals&utm_source=referral&utm_campaign=listingshare&utm_medium=link
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http://www.tntaudiotx.com
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http://shoplocalfirst.site

Lindheimer’s Muhly

Texture that carries the garden into winter

Blue-green foliage and pale, silvery seed heads give this
Texas bunchgrass a presence beyond the flowering season.
Place it where its fountain-like shape has room to show.

GIVE IT SPACE

Published height ranges run roughly two to six feet; NC State
lists three to four feet in width. Ask a local grower about the
particular plants you are buying.

SUN & DRAINAGE

Choose full sun and well-drained soil. Too much shade,
water or richness can make foliage flop; poor drainage can
contribute to root and crown rot.

KNOW YOUR MUHLY
Ask for Muhlenbergia lindheimeri. Not every ornamental

mubhly is the same species, and the maintenance advice can
differ.

LET IT STAND

The Native Plant Society of Texas advises leaving foliage
through winter and raking out dead leaves. Identify the grass
before following a generic instruction to cut it back.

Mubhlenbergia lindheimeri. Cody Stricker / CC BY 4.0.

Sources & image credits: pages 44—-45
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http://starkeypestcontrol.com
https://kingsumo.com/g/njdbmi/starkey-pest-control-winter-2023

YOUR AD, AMPLIFIED ACROSS
24 HILL COUNTRY COMMUNITIES

WHY SPONSORS LOVE THIS NETWORK:

Blanket Regional Coverage from SA to Austin
Hyper-local targeting with trusted community pages
Hands-Free Distribution - We Handle Everything
Boosted engagement, from thousands of loyal followers

YOUR AD WILL BE FEATUBED ON:

West Kerr County

Fredericksburg Tourism And Business

Bandera Great Western Trail

Boerne Key To The Hill Country

The Hill Country in San Antonio

Kerrville Loose Your Heart To The Hills

Mountain Home Drive On The River

San Antonio The Alamo City

Leakey Land of 1,100 Springs

Junction Land Of Living Waters

Comfort Antique Town

Hunt Where You're Supposed To Be

Pipe Creek Peaceful

Johnson City Crossroads Of The Hill
Country

Stonewall Peach Town

Kingsland On Lake LBJ

Medina Apple Capital of Texas

Blanco Lavender Capital Of Texas

Everybody's Someone in Luckenbach

Austin Live Music Capital

Ingram The River City

Georgetown Red Poppy Capitol of Texas

Click Any To Visit
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LOCAL HISTORY

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

The Small Houses That Made Room

for Town

Sunday house at Pioneer Museum, Fredericksburg. Pi3.124 / CC BY-SA 4.0.

In Fredericksburg, a Sunday house connected country life
with the work, worship and conversation of town. It offered
room to stay long enough to participate.

Rural families used these modest second homes on
weekends and religious holidays. An overnight stay allowed
shopping, worship and visiting to share one journey.

SMALL DOES NOT ALWAYS MEAN OLDEST

The city’s historic-district guidance notes that many
surviving examples date from the 1890s to the 1920s.
Identifying an authentic Sunday house takes research into
its use and ownership; a charming porch alone is not proof.

Sources & image credits: pages 44—-45

Often built with limited rooms, some houses had a
half-story sleeping space reached by an outside stair. Better
roads and motor vehicles helped reduce the need for the
custom in the 1920s.

LOOK A LITTLE CLOSER

Pioneer Museum places a Sunday house among buildings
and artifacts of local life. Check opening directly before a
special trip. The town’s historic walking tour offers another
way to connect buildings with their stories.

Observe private homes from public areas. An old stairway is
not an invitation to climb. Behind the small roofline is a
larger idea: people made a practical place to belong.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR
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https://www.bbb.org/us/tx/boerne/profile/home-builders/bci-homes-0825-34306#sealclick
https://bcihomes.com

TRAVEL OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

Three Towns, One Unhurried
Weekend

Kerrville = Fredericksburg - Boerne

Cypress along the Guadalupe River; scenic illustration, not a statement of current access.

01

02

03

Kerrville

Start with the Museum of Western Art and leave time for a meal. Regular museum hours are Tuesday—Saturday,
with holiday exceptions. The draft research found river-trail and river-access closures: check current city notices
before adding an outdoor stop. Plan your stop [

Fredericksburg

Choose a manageable stretch of Main Street for shops, galleries and lunch. Add Pioneer Museum if open, or
follow the published historic walking route from public sidewalks. Let one unexpected discovery earn more time.
Plan your stop I

Boerne

Finish with the Cibolo Nature Center. Prairie, woodland, marsh and creek environments offer different ways to
slow down; ask about current trail conditions and the accessible Marsh Loop. Stay on designated paths and leave
natural objects in place. Plan your stop [

Sources & image credits: pages 44—-45

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR 33


https://www.kerrvilletx.gov/93/Parks-and-Recreation
https://www.visitfredericksburgtx.com/things-to-do/shopping/main-street/
https://www.cibolo.org/cibolo-nature-center/

—— Local Live Theater .

An interactive,
digital publication
showcasing the arts
and artists of Texas.

COMING SOON
TO AREA THEATERS

Angel Street

Mar 27 - Apr 12
Theatre is the art form of the

present: it exists only in the
present, and then it>; gone. Helbelgyoi‘svygiels

Simon McBurney

You're A Good Man, Charlie Brown
Aug 21 - Sep 6

Boerne Community Theater

907 E. Blanco Rd., Boerne Texas 78006

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION
Tickets can be purchased online: www.boernetheatre.org
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https://boernetheatre.org/summer-drama-camp/
https://www.boernetheatre.org/index.php

The Point Theate

120 Point Theatre Road, Ingram, Texas 78025

T Hill Country Arts Foundation (HCAF)/Point Theatre is located on the
f the Guadalupe River off State Highway 39 in Ingram, Texas. HCAF provi

cultural atmospherg, including art classes and theatre for grofessionals and a
/ teurs, plus ;fal c%n S programs.

7

fhleen IIou



https://www.hcaf.com/
https://caillouxperformingarts.com/category/playhouse-2000/

SYMPHONY
OF THE HILLS

The Hills Are Alive With Music

The concert opens with the brilliant Strauss fanfare, made famous as the opening theme
for the Stanley Kubrick film 2001: A Space Odyessy. We feature our symphony bass trombonist
Rod Leonard playing Ian Deterling Concerto for Bass Trombone, a colorful new work which
fully expresses our orchestra’s amazing talent and diversity. Our grand finale will be a multi-
media presentation of Guvat-Holst's groundbreaking work, The Planets, with Scheinner Un-

iversity’s own Kim Arvidsson, associate professor of physics and mathematics, providing
projected images and an introduction. This stellar composition closes with music about
Neptune, featuring a wordless women’s chorus echoing the music of the spheres. &
Clap loud—an encore will bring an exciting way to mark our nation’s 250th

EUICRE S Music Program

Strauss — Also Sprach Zarathustra (Prelude)

lan Deterling — Concerto for Bass Trombone No.1in D Minor

— Rod Leonard, bass trombone

Holst — The Planets
- Introduction by Kim Arvidson, Schreiner professor of physics

& mathematics — With Women’s Choir, Claire Roderick Leonard
Bass Trombonist

Roderick Leonard is our principal bass trombonist, holding a Bachelor's of Music
Education from UT-San Antonio. He is the Director of Bands at TMI Episcopal, the Music
Director of The San Antonio Youth Wind Ensemble, and the founder of The San Antonio’
Wind Symphony, Roderick has played with the Corpus Christi, Laredo, Mid Texas,
Victoria Symphonies, and The New Sousa Band.
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https://www.symphonyofthehills.org/the-planets/

ON EXHIBIT: TEXAS

An Artful Autumn

Six highlights ¢ Four museums ¢ Autumn art

Monet, Water-Lilies (c. 1916—1919), McNay collection. Public
domain; collection illustration, not a promised loan in
Modern Paris.

McNay Art Museum

SAN ANTONIO
Modern Paris: A Century Begins
Oct. 30-Jan. 24, 2027

More than 50 paintings, prints and
sculptures explore a turning point in
modern art.

Suki Seokyeong Kang

Oct. 30-Jan. 24, 2027

Mountain—Hour—Face brings sculpture,
painting, textiles and moving images into
conversation.

Museum details -

Hydria with Hercle and the Hydra, 520-510 BC. Getty
Museum, 83.AE.346. Getty Open Content; pictured on
SAMA’s exhibition page.

San Antonio Museum of Art
SAN ANTONIO

The Etruscans

Oct. 31-Mar. 14, 2027

Jewelry, vessels and sculpture illuminate
life before Rome’s rise. Look for the stories
told by everyday and ceremonial objects.

The Contemporary Austin
AUSTIN

Laguna Gloria

Ongoing sculpture park

Pair outdoor sculpture with wooded paths
and the 1916 Driscoll Villa. Ask for a current
sculpture map.

Museum details -

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

Adrienne Stein, October, oil on canvas. Image via Museum of
Western Art. © artist; reproduction clearance pending.

Museum of Western Art

KERRVILLE

The Enchanted West of Adrienne
Stein

Through Nov. 7

Stein blends observed nature with
imagination, folklore and vivid color.
Two Visions of the West

Nov. 14-Jan. 9, 2027

Sculptor Eric Slocombe and painter Bill
Kalwick offer distinct views of the American
West.

Museum details -

Schedules rechecked October 2, 2026. Confirm holiday hours and admission before travel. Laguna Gloria: thecontemporaryaustin.org/lagunagloria/.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR
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https://www.mcnayart.org/coming-soon/
https://www.samuseum.org/artwork/exhibition/the-etruscans-from-the-heart-of-ancient-italy/
https://www.museumofwesternart.com/exhibitions

Elisabet Ney

The woman behind the marble

Above: Friedrich Kaulbach’s 1860
portrait. Below: Ney’s Sam Houston
in the Texas Capitol, photographed
by Carol M. Highsmith, 2014.

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

At the Texas Capitol, pause for the sculptor’s name as well as the
names of the men in marble. Elisabet Ney’s figures of Stephen F.
Austin and Sam Houston connect public Texas history with a
woman who built a career across two continents.

Born in 1833 in what is now Germany, Ney faced resistance to
formal training. She entered the Royal Bavarian Academy’s
sculpture school in Munich, graduated in 1854 and continued in
Berlin under Christian Daniel Rauch.

European portrait subjects included Arthur Schopenhauer, Otto
von Bismarck and King Ludwig II. In Austin, she established
Formosa in 1892: a studio and gathering place for conversation
about art, politics and philosophy.

Her Austin and Houston statues were unveiled at the Texas
Capitol in 1903. Notice the hands, the stance and the clothing.
These are artistic decisions about how a public figure should be
remembered.

Ney also made intimate portraits and memorials. Her work
reaches beyond statesmen to family, friendship and grief. She
died in Austin in 1907.

PLAN YOUR VISIT

The Ney Museum is listed as closed for renovations, with
reopening anticipated in spring 2027. Explore its digital
collection; check Capitol visitor information before seeing the
statues.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR
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Texas Hill Country Contractor Resources

Sandoval Tile John Teich Construction
18303570428 18304604841
https://sandovaltile.com/ http://fabulousconcrete.com/
H B Southern Builders Lone Star Construction Design-Build-Remodel
18303319735 18306886912
http://www.triplebcustomhomes.com/ https://builtbylonestar.com/
Kellers Imperial Construction LLC Studio Contractors LLC
12107962770 12102770703
http://www.kiconstructiontx.com/ http://www.studiocontractors.com/
Salt Cave Pro Design LTF Innovative Construction, Inc.
18307558325 12104870067
http://www.saltcaveprodesign.com/ http://www.xairandplumbing.com/
Total Systems Contracting ISEC, Inc. San Antonio
18305375475 13037901444
http://jbmaintenancesa.com/ http://www.isecinc.com/
San Antonio Sweeping Services Inc. Huband Mantor Construction
12106955777 18308165477
https://sanantoniosweeping.com/ http://www.hmctexas.com/
Tisdale Construction, LLC Chadco Construction, LLC
18308165557 18308165404
http://www.tisdaleconstruction.com/ http://www.chadcoconstruction.com/
Inline Fence & Fabrication HB Southern
18304282660 18005761071
http://www.inlinefencetx.net/ http://www.diamondpbuilders.com/
M5 Utilities Greenway Cottage Builders
18303319044 18304313680
https://www.mbutilities.com/contact.html http://www.greenwaycottagebuilders.com/contact.html
Miller John E Select Construction Services
15122509684 12105050967
https://divergent-construction.com/ https://scottd.org/
Associated Construction Partners, Ltd M&L Partners Construction Group
12106988714 12107756480
http://www.acpartners.org/ http://www.xairandplumbing.com/
Dynamic Roofing and Construction Keller’s Imperial Construction
18304314490 12105353105
http://dynamicroofingandconstruction.com http://www.kiconstructiontx.com
GRIT Joe Asher Custom Homes
12108024844 18305379125
http://www.gritbuilt.com http://www.texasallstarhvac.com/
B W Baker Builder Hill Country Classics Custom Homes
18302498054 18302492920
http://www.bwbakerbuilder.com/ http://www.hillcountryclassics.com/
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Texas Hill Country Contractor Resources

Tilson Homes

Cadillac Custom Homes

18303315823 12105592187
https://www.tilsonhomes.com/new-homes/tx/boerne http://cadillaccustomhomes.com/
J M Lowe & Co Vintage Reconstruction Inc.
18302498902 12104924171
http://www.jmlowecompany.com/ http://vintagetx.com/
GRIT Co. CMW, Painting, Concrete, Slabs,
12108024844 12106434792

http://www.gritbuilt.com/

http://www.cmwtexas.com/

Roy Fischer Construction Inc

Highland Homes The Ranches at Creekside

18308162196 12106860164
http://www.aspsanantonio.com/ http://www.highlandhomes.com/san-antonio/boerne
Robert S Thornton Great Homes KCN Builders
18302493646 18308165202

https://www.rsthornton.com/

http://kenbuildingtips.com/

Woods of Boerne by Ashton Woods
12107418435

https://www.ashtonwoods.com/san-antonio/woods-boerne

Smith Outdoor Concepts
12103470319

https://kerrvillelocksmith.com/

Solid Construction
12103783371

https://jodidesign.com/

Jordan Foster Construction
12103751260

http://www.jordanfosterconstruction.com/

Southglen by Pulte Homes
18305496875

https://www.pulte.com/homes/texas/the-san-antonio-area

Allied Affordable Foundation
12104449522

https://www.remodelersanantoniotx.com/

Vista Verde Builders
18324559730

https://www.vistaverdebuilderslic.com

Reichenau Jerry Construction Company
18303675019

http://www.jrconstructioncompany.com

Tony Dean’s Painting
18303673370

http://tonydeanspainting.com

Dyal Custom Homes
18302579090

https://www.dyalcustomhomes.com

Arthur Schmidt Construction
18309284195

https://www.aschomes.com

Hill Country Construction
18308962001

https://txranchservices.com/

Landmark Homes and Renovations

Tait Tommy General Contractor

18303293232 18302572255
http://www.landmarkhomesandrenovationsco.com http://www.forgebuildersoftexas.com/
Graham Construction Tmd Builders

18302576813 18302572526

http://www.grahamconstructionkerrville.com/

http://www.kerrcountypaving.com/

Centurion Custom Homes
18308951226

http://www.centurionhomestx.com

Bordeaux Luxury Homes
12108707755

https://bordeauxluxuryhomes.com
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Texas Hill Country Contractor Resources

Artistic Impressions
18302436210

http://nbconcrete.com

Canyon Impact Construction
12108383087

http://www.cic-land.com

Resurrection General Contractors
12107193686

https://resurrection-general-contractors.business.site

Valot General Contractors
12103703106

http://www.valotgc.com

GB Contractors

Shaw Company Remodeling

12106476700 12103662380
https://texastrophyremodeling.com/ http://www.shawcoremodeling.com/
Building EdLacer Cambridge Contracting

12106289138 12103373900

http://buildingedlacer.com

http://www.cambridgesa.com/contact-us/

Blue Haven Pools & Spas
12106800006

http://www.bluehaven.com

Banks Commercial Construction
12109736067

http://www.bankscommercialconstruction.com

Apache Construction Concepts

Genuine Custom Homes

12105597058 12103876109
http://www.apachecc.net http://www.genuinecustomhomes.com
Evolutionary Homes Hercules Foundation Repair & Remodeling
12108745550 12105566767
https://evolutionaryhomes.com http://herculesfoundations.com
Badger Buildings Latigo Building & Restoration
12102892005 18309971800

https://badgerbuildings.com

http://latigo.com

Carter’s Home Improvement
18309920465

https://fbgtxremodeling.com

Viking Construction
18302753600

http://www.vikingconstructiontx.com
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AT THE TABLE

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

Apple-Pecan Skillet Crisp

A simple autumn dessert e Serves six

Real apples, ready for the kitchen. George Chernilevsky / public domain. Ingredient photo, not a tested finished dish.

FOR THE FRUIT

5 medium firm apples (about 2 1b)
2 tbsp brown sugar

1 tbsp lemon juice

1 tbsp cornstarch

1 tsp ground cinnamon

Pinch of salt

FOR THE TOPPING

34 cup old-fashioned rolled oats
1/2 cup all-purpose flour

/2 cup chopped pecans

I cup packed brown sugar

6 tbsp cold unsalted butter, diced
1/4 tsp salt

Use a 10-inch oven-safe skillet or a similar-size
baking dish.

1. PREPARE

Heat oven to 350°F and butter the pan. Peel, core and slice
apples about 4 inch thick. Toss with remaining fruit ingredients;
spread in the pan.

2. TOP
Mix oats, flour, pecans, sugar and salt. Rub or cut in butter to
make loose crumbs. Scatter over the apples without packing.

3. BAKE

Set the skillet on a rimmed baking sheet. Bake about 40—50
minutes, until the apples yield to a small knife, the filling bubbles
at the edges and the topping is golden. Cover loosely with foil if
the pecans brown too quickly.

4. SERVE
Rest at least 15 minutes. Leave an oven mitt over the hot handle.
Spoon into bowls; add yogurt or ice cream if you like.

BAKER’S NOTE - Contains wheat, dairy and tree nuts. Keep an oven mitt over the skillet handle and let the crisp rest before serving.

HILL COUNTRY VISITOR
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Room at the Table

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2026

Thanksgiving table: Paulo O / CC BY 2.0. Illustrative photograph.

There is a particular moment before guests arrive when a
table seems to hold more than plates. It holds
expectations. We hope the food will be ready, the
conversation will be easy, and the people we love will feel
at home. Sometimes those hopes become so large that we
forget the simplest purpose of the gathering: to receive
one another.

The Christian practice of hospitality asks something
quieter than a perfect holiday. It asks whether there is
room for another person in our attention. A beautiful
centerpiece cannot make that room for us. Neither can a
carefully planned menu. Welcome begins when we set
aside the need to manage every impression and become
willing to listen.

That can be difficult in a season crowded with errands and
old emotions. Someone may arrive carrying grief. Another
may be anxious about money, work, or a family
disagreement. We cannot see every burden from the
doorway. We can choose not to require cheerfulness as the
price of admission.

An invitation need not be grand. Offer a specific afternoon
for coffee. Ask a neighbor to join a short outing. Take a
simple meal to someone who has asked for help. If a

person declines, leave the invitation kind and
unpressured. Care is not less meaningful because it does
not produce the response we imagined.

There is room for boundaries within generosity, too. A
host who needs rest may serve soup instead of a feast. A
guest may need to leave early. A small gathering can be
enough. Hospitality is not a contest in how much of
ourselves we can exhaust; it is a practice of offering what
we can with honesty and love.

As Thanksgiving gives way to Advent and Christmas,
consider one place where you might make room. Perhaps
it is an empty chair. Perhaps it is an unanswered message
or a conversation you have been too hurried to begin.
Start with something you can actually do, rather than a
promise too large to keep.

Then offer a simple prayer: Lord, help me notice the
person before me. Give me patience to listen, courage to
welcome, and wisdom to know what I can give. Let the
home I make, however modest, become a place where
someone feels less alone.

The table does not have to be perfect. Let there be room.
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