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CONTACT US: info@houdestudio.com

REAL ESTATE
Photography

SAMPLES

DIGITAL CREATOR
Turning visions into reality.

Our fine art photographic images 
engage with stories that resonate.

Our real estate photography
showcases properties 

with visuals which 
attract potential buyers. 

Our innovative graphics, 
both online and in print, 

elevate brands. 

Trust us to bring your ideas to life 
with creativity and precision.
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LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE SAVINGS WITH

SHOP LOCAL F IRST
SAVE AT THESE LOCATIONS 

SCHLITTERBAHN - NEW BRAUNFELS - UP TO 50%
SEA WORLD SAN ANTONIO - OVER 50%

SIX FLAGS FIESTA TEXAS - SAN ANTONIO - UP TO 60%
NATURAL BRIDGE CAVERNS - DISCOVERY TOUR- SAVE OVER 

30%
CITY SIGHTSEEING SAN ANTONIO - UP TO 20%

AMC THEATERS NATIONWIDE - UP TO 40%
UA THEATERS NATIONWIDE - OVER 35%

NFL GAME TICKETS
Over 80,000 events. Millions of tickets. The best prices. Concerts, 

Sports, Touring Shows, Major Events and more.

SAVE UP TO 25% ON RENTAL CARS

SAVE UP TO 60% ON HOTELS AND 50% ON CRUISES
GET YOUR PASSPORT READY

Exclusive Offers in Hundreds of Cities Worldwide
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EVENTS

Howdy, y'all! If you're fixin' to experience 
the heart and soul of the Texas Hill Country 
between April and June 2025, you're in for a 
real treat. There is nothing quite like the Hill 
Country is there? Here's a roundup of some 
must-see events that'll give you a true taste of 
our vibrant region.

Wine & Wildflower Journey 2025
Dates: March 24 – April 18, 2025
Location: Participating Texas Hill Country 

Wineries
As the wildflowers paint the Hill Coun-

try in vibrant hues, embark on a self-guided 
wine tour featuring numerous local wineries. 
Each stop offers a unique tasting experience, 
allowing you to savor the rich flavors of our 
region's vineyards while soaking in the pic-
turesque landscapes adorned with seasonal 
blossoms.<GO>

Burnet Bluebonnet Festival
Dates: April 11 – 13, 2025
Location: Burnet, Texas
Celebrating its status as one of the best sma-

ll-town festivals in Texas, this Festival offers 
a weekend filled with live music, parades, car 
shows, and arts and crafts. It's a family-friend-
ly event that showcases the beauty of Texas' 
state flower in full bloom. <GO> 

Hill Country Craft Beer Festival
Date: April 26, 2025
Time: 2:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Location: Wurstfest Grounds, New Braunfels, 

Texas
Beer enthusiasts, rejoice! This festival ce-

lebrates local craft breweries with over 150 
varieties of beer from more than 35 Texas 
breweries. Enjoy live music, delicious food, and 
the camaraderie of fellow beer lovers in a lively 
atmosphere. <GO>

Hill Country Events
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Kerrville Folk Festival
Dates: May 22 – June 8, 

2025
Location: Quiet Valley 

Ranch, 9 miles south of Kerr-
ville, Texas

A cornerstone of the Hill 
Country's musical heritage, 
this 18-day festival features 
performances by over 100 
singer-songwriters and their 
bands. In addition to concerts, 
attendees can participate in 
workshops on songwriting, 
performance, and more. Cam-
ping is available, making it a 
full immersion into the folk 
music community. <GO>

Hot Luck Festival
Dates: May 22 – 25, 2025
Location: Various venues 

around Austin, Texas
The Hot Luck live food 

and music festival returns to 
honor the soul, sweat, and 
DIY diversity of the food and 
music world. This eat-with-
your-fingers picnic and party 
experience highlights open-
pit feats of culinary know-
how, paired with thoughtfully 
curated music performances. 
Come hungry, thirsty, and 
ready to dance. <GO>

Water Wars at Camp 
Fimfo Texas Hill Country

Dates: May 27 – June 29, 
2025

Location: Camp Fimfo, Texas 
Hill Country

Get ready for a wet and 
wild adventure! Camp Fimfo's 
Water Wars features ac-
tion-packed games like water 
balloon fights and slip-n-slide 
races—perfect for cooling off 
and having fun with family 
and friends. <GO>

Roundup Exhibition and 
Sale

Dates: April 25 – June 7, 
2025

Location: Museum of Wes-
tern Art, 1550 Bandera Hi-
ghway, Kerrville, Texas

The 42nd annual event 
features more than 150 works 
for sale from local, regional, 
and national artists. It's a ce-
lebration of Western heritage 
and artistry, offering visitors 
a chance to appreciate and 
acquire unique pieces. <GO>

These events offer a glimpse 
into the diverse culture and 
community spirit that define 
the Texas Hill Country. Whe-
ther you're a local or a visitor, 

there's something for ever-
yone to enjoy this spring and 
early summer. 

So whether you’re packing 
up the kids, calling up old 
friends, or just wandering 
where the Hill Country breeze 
takes you, these events aren’t 
just for fun—they’re a ce-
lebration of who we are. A 
patchwork of stories, stitched 
together with BBQ smoke, 
bluebonnets, and banjo 
strings. 
 
Come see for yourself—becau-
se out here, every handshake’s 
a howdy, and every howdy’s 
an invitation.
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CLICK TO VISIT  OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Great Opportunity
for Stylists!

Rezultz has Booth Rental Spaces.
Call Raeanna Today! 
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- Balcony Additions & Decks – 
Expand your outdoor living space.

- Bedroom, Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling – 
Reimagine your interiors for comfort and style.

- Patios, Porches & Terraces – 
Create inviting spaces for relaxation and gatherings.

- Garage & Laundry Room Additions – 
Maximize your home’s utility.

- Guest Houses, ADUs & Modular Homes – 
Flexible options for more living space.

- New Room & Common Area Additions – 
Tailored solutions for growing families.

- Detached Garage Construction & More – 
Designed to meet your unique needs.

- Asphalt Repair – 
Revitalize driveways, walkways, and outdoor surfaces.

From landscaping
projects to complete 

structural
transformations, 

Cody Marmaduke
Construction

is your go-to partner for 
making your dream home 

a reality. Let’s build 
something extraordinary 

together.

Transform Your Home with 
Cody Marmaduke Construction

Looking to enhance your home’s beauty and functionality? 
Trust Cody Marmaduke Construction for expert craftsmanship and 

unparalleled service. Whether it’s a sleek modern upgrade or 
a cozy addition, we bring your vision to life with:

Contact us today for a free consultation!

(830) 328-2442
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SEE THE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SEE THE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
OUR 14,000 SQUARE FOOT INDOOR EVENT SPACE OUR 14,000 SQUARE FOOT INDOOR EVENT SPACE 
COMPLETE WITH KITCHEN, CHAIRS AND TABLES.COMPLETE WITH KITCHEN, CHAIRS AND TABLES.
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NATURE NOTES Hill Country Peach Blossoms

Nestled in the heart of the 
Lone Star State, Texas Hill 
Country comes alive every 
spring with a spectacular 
display of peach blossoms. 
From late February through 
March, this picturesque re-
gion transforms into a floral 
paradise, blanketing the 
landscape with soft hues of 
pink and white. It’s a season 
of renewal, a time when 
nature takes center stage, 
and the magic of the peach 
orchards draws visitors 
from near and far.

The Texas Hill Country is 
renowned for its thriving 
peach industry, producing 
some of the juiciest, most 
flavorful peaches in the na-
tion. But before those suc-
culent fruits make their way 
to farmers' markets and 
roadside stands, the trees 
grace us with their delicate 
blossoms. These blooms 
are more than just a visual 
treat—they’re a celebration 
of the rich agricultural her-
itage and the hardworking 
farmers who keep this tra-
dition alive.

For nature lovers and 
photographers, the peach 
blossoms offer an irresist-
ible canvas. The rolling hills 
adorned with blooming 
orchards create a harmoni-
ous blend of nature’s art-
istry. Mornings bathe the 
blossoms in golden light, 
while sunsets set the pet-
als aglow with fiery hues. 
It's no wonder that the Hill 
Country becomes a popu-

lar destination for capturing 
Instagram-worthy shots and 
family memories during this 
time of year.

Peach trees require a specif-
ic set of conditions to thrive: 
a balance of chill hours 
during winter and warm, sun-
ny days in spring. The blos-
soms are not just a prelude 
to the fruit but also a signal 
of the ecosystem’s delicate 
balance. The region’s fertile 
soil and favorable climate 
provide the ideal environ-
ment for these trees to flour-
ish.

The peach blossoms of 
Texas Hill Country also sym-
bolize community and to-
getherness. Local festivals 
and events often coincide 
with the blooming season, 
offering visitors a chance 
to savor homemade peach 
cobblers, jams, and wines. 
Towns like Fredericksburg 
and Stonewall serve as hubs 
of activity, inviting tourists 

to join in the festivities and 
learn more about the region's 
peach-growing legacy.

While the peach blossoms 
are a fleeting phenomenon, 
their impact lingers. They 
serve as a reminder of the 
importance of preserving our 
natural landscapes and sup-
porting local agriculture. By 
visiting Hill Country during 
this enchanting season, we 
celebrate not only the beau-
ty of the blossoms but also 
the resilience and dedication 
of the farmers who nurture 
them.

As you stroll through the 
fragrant orchards or sip on 
a glass of locally produced 
peach wine, take a moment 
to appreciate the simple yet 
profound beauty of Texas Hill 
Country's peach blossoms. 
They remind us of nature's 
artistry and the timeless 
traditions that bind us to the 
land.

by Publisher
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Discover Ingram’s Premier Meeting Space
Welcome to City West Church’s 14,000-square-foot meeting area — 

your perfect venue for conferences, banquets, weddings, 
quinceañeras, and more!

With a kitchen attached and a private dining room for VIP guests, 
this space is equipped to elevate any celebration or event.

Call (830) 367-5363 today
to check availability and reserve your date.

Make your next event unforgettable!
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Kerrville, Texas

(830) 928-3355 
TOSSITDUMPSTERS@GMAIL.COM

HTTPS://TOSSITDUMPSTERSLLC.COM

CALL FOR DETAILED QUOTE

Trustworthy and Reliable
HERE AT TOSS IT DUMPSTERS, OUR GOAL IS TO BE THE LEADING STANDARD IN HONESTY 

AND INTEGRITY. WE WILL ALWAYS SERVE IN A PROFESSIONAL AND TIMELY MANNER. 
UP FRONT PRICING WITH NO SURPRISES AND NO HIDDEN FEES!

Serving Local and Surrounding Counties
Kerr, Gillespie, Kendall, Real, Edwards, Kimble,  Bandera

Locally Owned - Family Operated
Toss It Dumpsters is a Kerrville family-based business. We are locals serving locals. 

We promise satisfaction to both our residential and commercial clientele.
Licensed and InsuredLicensed and Insured

PROUDLY LICENSED WITH THE 
CITY OF KERRVILLE AND FULLY 

INSURED.

Heavy Rubble RemovalHeavy Rubble Removal

ROOFING SHINGLES, CON-
CRETE, ASPHALT, AND OTHER 
HEAVY REMOVAL? WE HAVE 

OPTIONS FOR THAT TOO! JUST 
GIVE US A CALL. LET US HELP 

SOLVE YOUR REMOVAL NEED.

30 Yard Containers30 Yard Containers

The go to choice for all commer-
cial and large residential jobs.

20 Yard Containers20 Yard Containers

FANTASTIC OPTION FOR 
COMMERCIAL AND HOME 
REMODEL. PERFECT FOR 

THAT KITCHEN REMODEL OR 
GARAGE CLEAN OUT.

30 Yard Containers30 Yard Containers

The go to choice for all com-
mercial and large residential 

jobs. 

40 Yard Containers40 Yard Containers

Perfect for demolition projects 
and property clean ups.
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Expanding Horizons: Hill Country Visitor 
Magazine Covers the Entire Region

Join Us

The Hill Country Visitor Magazine is excited to announce 
a major milestone in our journey—we are now expanding 
our reach to encompass the entirety of the picturesque Hill 
Country region. As a hub for community, commerce, and 
culture, our magazine offers unparalleled opportunities for 
businesses and events to gain visibility and thrive.

Why Choose Us to Promote Your Business or Event?
Hill Country Visitor Magazine isn't just another publication; 

we are a forward-thinking, **technologically advanced** 
platform that ensures our advertisers see proven results. 
Here's how we stand out:

Cutting-Edge Features: 
We integrate the latest tools into your advertising expe-

rience. From auto-playing videos embedded in your ad to 
digital funnels that direct your readers to the information 
they need, we make sure your message resonates.
  
- Innovative Social Media Solutions: Our "Share to Win" 

campaigns are designed to amplify your ad's reach. These 
campaigns not only engage readers but also encourage in-
teraction at your business location, effectively building your 
social media presence and creating buzz around your brand.

Customer Conversion & Advocacy: 
With a unique approach to marketing, we offer more ways 

for you to turn your customers into loyal brand ambas-
sadors. By crafting engaging advertisements and utilizing 
dynamic strategies, we help foster a deeper connection 
between your business and your audience.

More Than a Magazine We Are A Marketing Powerhouse
Under the banner of Peeled Onion Publishing, Hill Country 

Visitor Magazine is more than just a publication. We provide 
an array of marketing strategies tailored to your needs. 
Whether you’re looking to boost foot traffic, increase online 
engagement, or establish a long-term brand presence, we 
have you covered.

When you advertise with us, you're not just placing an ad; 
you're investing in a platform that understands the pulse 
of the Hill Country community. From small-town gems to 
bustling local events, we are dedicated to showcasing ev-
erything that makes this region extraordinary.

Contact Us Today

Ready to take your business to the next level? Let’s cre-
ate a partnership that works for you. Contact us for a free 
consultation, and discover the endless possibilities that Hill 
Country Visitor Magazine can offer.

Your success story starts here. Let’s make it happen!

hcvcpublisher@gmail.com 
830-377-9838 

by Publisher



16

https://www.hcgrimefighters.com
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Get 10% OFF with a 
SHOP LOCAL FIRST CARD

 Don't have a card? Get your card here today.

$25
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N2 Funding – Your Preferred Funding Solution
Unlock the Funding You Need to Achieve Your Goals

We specialize in helping qualified borrowers secure unsecured cash loans based on their credit 
profile and verified income. With our expert team, you can get the funds you need 

to make your personal or business plans a reality.

Why Choose Us?
Fast & Easy Approval Process

 Flexible Loan Amounts: $10,000 – $400,000
	 Competitive Interest Rates: As low as 5%
	 No Pre-Payment Penalty
	 Funding for ANY Purpose

Funding for All Your Needs
Our loans can be used for:

	 Business Startups & Expansions
	 Inventory & Marketing
	 Payroll & Employees
	 Franchise Investment
	 Real Estate & Vehicles
	 Emergencies, Education, and More!

Loan Details
	 Amounts: $10,000 – $400,000
	 Terms: 3–7 years
	 Approval: Within 24 hours
	 Funding: Within 3 days

Requirements:
	 Minimum Credit Score: 650
	 Minimum Annual Income: 

$32,000

Don’t meet the credit requirement?
Ask about our Fast Track Funding Prep Program for scores below 650.

Get Started Today!
	 Apply Online – Fast and secure.
	 Get Approved – Receive your decision in as little as 24 hours.
	 Receive Funds – Enjoy funding in just 3 days.

Ready to take the next step?

CLICK HERE TO APPLY
Have questions? Our experts are here to help.

Contact Us  —  Call Us: 313 51FUNDS (38637) ( direct) — Email: n2funding@aol.com  
Let us help you turn your dreams into reality.  Apply today and unlock your potential!

BECOME AN AFFILIATE (Make 6 Figures by Sharing a Link)
Help your clients secure the funding they need.  Must have Current Book of Business , Product or Service

Sign up as an Affiliate (Referring Agent of Funding Consultant) http://www.n2funding4u.info
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INSPIRATION

by Sonny Melendrez

A Dog Named Boy

The green, grassy slopes of Griffith Park 
near downtown Los Angeles have
always been a playground for kids and dogs.

This is a story about both.

It was 1982, and a young actor named Ricky 
Schroder was filming a movie
scene at the park one sunny afternoon. 

During a break, he noticed a friendly stray 
dog wagging his tail and nudging for atten-
tion. Ricky happily obliged, and
the two played between takes for the rest 

of the day.

As the crew began to wrap up, Ricky no-
ticed the dog was limping. Upon closer
look, he saw the pup had cut his paw. With 

no tags or collar in sight, a crew
member called the Los Angeles Humane 

Society.

And that’s when the story took an unex-
pected—and unforgettable—turn.

“What’s going to happen to him?” Ricky 
asked the man lifting the dog into the
caged truck.

The answer came cold and casual:
“Oh, he’ll probably be dead by tomorrow.”

That was all 12-year-old Ricky needed to 
hear. He asked his manager to take
action—and fast. Within hours, the story 

had hit the wire services and appeared
on every evening newscast in Los Angeles.

The next morning, I sat at my favorite cof-
fee shop on Ventura Boulevard, reading

the L.A. Times. A photo caught my eye: a 
lonely-looking Collie-Shepherd mix
peering through a chain-link fence.
The caption read: “Who will save this dog?”

Being single at the time, I’d been toying with 
the idea of adopting a dog.
Maybe—just maybe—this was my dog.

When I called to inquire, I didn’t expect the 
answer I got.
“The auction for the Schroder dog will be 

held Saturday morning at 8 a.m. Thank
you for calling.”

The dog’s overnight celebrity had apparently 
increased his “value.” Looking back,
I’m surprised they didn’t refer me to his 

agent.
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Still… was I supposed to have this dog?

At 6 a.m. that Saturday, my alarm clock 
buzzed. The last thing I wanted to do
was drive to downtown L.A. But I was torn. 

So I did what I always do when I need
guidance—I said a prayer and asked for a 

sign.

I barely said “Amen” when my neighbor’s dog 
barked.

“I hear you,” I said aloud, looking skyward.

On the drive down, I rehearsed my strategy, 
preparing to outbid whoever showed
up.

“One hundred. Two hundred. Okay… three 
hundred, but no more,” I told myself.
(Why couldn’t God have picked a low-

er-priced best friend?)

I arrived at 7:45 a.m. to find half a dozen 
people already waiting. No one said a
word. I wore a suit to project confidence—

this dog was mine.

When the doors opened, a staffer asked, 
“Who’s here for the Schroder dog?”

I raised my hand. I looked around. No one 
else raised theirs.

Could it be? I was the only one?
Apparently, no one else had gotten the sign.

Thirty minutes later, I walked out with one 
thrilled dog—and I was an even more
thrilled owner. The total cost? A whopping 

$11.50.
(Just the fee for shots and tags.)

God had answered both of my prayers.

But wait—there’s more to this tail… er, tale.

As my new buddy trotted beside me to the 
car, we were approached by several  TV news 

reporters covering the story. One told me 
Ricky Schroder wanted the
adopter to know the dog answered to the 

name Boy.

Of course he did.

I looked into the camera and said, “Ricky, his 
name will be Boy—and you can
visit him anytime.”

Two weeks later, a wrap party was held at a 
gorgeous home in the San
Fernando Valley for the cast and crew of the 

film.

Boy the Wonder Dog was the guest of hon-
or.

As part of the celebration, he was served a 
T-bone steak on a silver platter—which he 
promptly trotted outside and buried in the 
flower bed.

Better the steak than the dog.
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Roxie’s 
Buda, TX
Opening: Early Summer 2025 

 
Out in Buda, just off the beaten path 
from the hustle of I-35, there’s a place 
getting ready to open that’s not just 
about food—it’s about legacy. 
 
Scott Roberts, the man behind The 
Salt Lick BBQ in Driftwood, is setting 
the table for something personal. 
Roxie’s, named after his grandmother, 
aims to bring back the feel of Sunday 
suppers at grandma’s house—where 
the food was hot, the stories were 
heartfelt, and there was always 
enough for one more plate. 
 
Picture chicken-fried steak the size of 
a steer’s ear, juicy fried chicken, and 
smoked pork chops that fall apart be-
fore your fork finds them. And here’s 
the kicker—your sides, like creamed 
corn, green beans, and mashed pota-
toes, come family-style and all-you-
can-eat. 
 
This ain’t fancy. It’s familiar. It’s com-
forting. And it’s the kind of place that 
feels like home the minute you walk 
in.

The Cake Bar & Coffee Co. 
New Braunfels, TX
Opening: April 2025 

 
In a historic little storefront on Seguin 
Avenue in downtown New Braunfels, 
there’s the sweet smell of something 
new baking—and no, it’s not just cin-
namon and sugar. 
 
The Cake Bar & Coffee Co. is the 
brainchild of a local family with a 
simple goal: create a place where 
everyone can find a treat that feels 
made just for them. Cakes, cookies, 
brownies—you name it. Gluten-free? 
Vegan? Sugar-free? No problem. 
Every treat is as customizable as your 
morning coffee, which they also serve 
with barista precision and small-town 
friendliness. 
 
What sets this place apart is the atmo-
sphere. It’s part bakery, part espresso 
bar, part community hub. There are 
cozy chairs, big windows that let the 
sunshine in, and a sense that you’re 
welcome to stay a while. 
 
It’s the kind of place where a cupcake 
might come with a conversation.

Vencinos Cafe
Kerrville, TX
Opening: July 2024 

 
Just off Water Street in Kerrville, a 
new culinary gem has emerged from 
humble beginnings. Vecinos Cafe, 
which translates to "Neighbors Cafe," 
embodies the spirit of community and 
shared flavors that define the Texas 
Hill Country.​ 
 
Owners Michele Pitman and Gerardo 
Martinez began their journey selling 
homemade salsa at Kerrville Market 
Days in the summer of 2021. Their 
passion for authentic Mexican cuisine 
quickly garnered local acclaim, lead-
ing them to expand into a food truck 
named Vecinos Fruteria y Cocina. 
 

By July 2024, Michele and Gerardo 
took a significant step forward, open-
ing Vecinos Cafe at 804 Water Street. 
The cafe offers an inviting atmosphere 
where the rich aromas of traditional 
Mexican cooking greet you at the 
door. The menu features beloved 
favorites from their food truck days, 
now complemented by an expanded 
selection of dishes that pay homage to 
their heritage.​

New Restaurants Worth Visiting
FOOD SPOTTING

by Editor
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3159 Junction Highway • Kerrville, TX

(830) 367-4109
info@andup830.com

Discover the high-quality upholstery work we've done at Anderson 
Upholstery. Whether you're looking for traditional, commercial, or 
exotic upholstery, our skilled craftsmen are here to transform your 

old furniture into something new and beautiful.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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This delightful home in Ingram is the perfect place to rest and unwind! 
The 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom vacation rental boasts a fully equipped 
kitchen, at-home laundry, and private outdoor space. No matter your 
reason for visiting the area, this property will make you feel comfortable! 
Head to Kerrville for a bite to eat or to grab a locally sourced brew, then 
return home to watch a favorite show on the Smart TV. Other highlights 
include free WiFi and central air conditioning.

Charming Ingram Home w/ Yard & Furnished Patio!
Perfect location for a Getaway!

Sleeps 9 guests - 3 Bedrooms - 2 Bathrooms
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Charming Ingram Home w/ Yard & Furnished Patio!



STOP OVERPAYING
For Cable TV!

Get Access to Everything You're
Currently Watching and So Much
More For A Fraction of  the Price!

No Contracts! No Credit Check!
* Over 5,000 HD Channels!
*All Premium Movie Channels!
*Local Channels
* News Channels!
*Hundres of  International
Channels & Spanish Channels!

Enjoy On Your Smart-TV,
Phone, PC, Tablet, Firestick,
from Home or Anywhere!

Super Simple Setup!

ORDER NOW!

ONLY
$39.95

Per Month

http://www.accuviewtv.com/?afmc=875050
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HILL COUNTRY
CAMERA CLUB

COME JOIN US!
MEETINGS ARE 6:30 PM 

2nd TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT KERR ARTS AND CULTURE CENTER

228 Earl Garrett St. - Kerrville, Texas
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THE HILL COUNTRY'S PREMIERE CHOICE FOR 

RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

830-282-0768

1610 Goat Creek Rd. • Kerrville, TX
SERVING THE ENTIRE HILL COUNTRY
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The relationship between 
Texans and Lagerstroemia 
indica L. (a.k.a. crape myr-

tle) is a long and devoted one.

Native to China and Korea, the 
crape myrtle was introduced to 
the New World in Charleston, 
S.C. in 1790 by French botanist 
Andre Michaux. FYI, Michaux 
also introduced the tea plant, 
the gardenia, mimosa and 
camellia to the U.S. during this 
same period.
	
First recorded introduction of 

crape myrtles to our state was 
in 1857 when Marilda Maxey, 
wife of Confederate General 
Sam Bell Maxey, planted several 
at their family home in Paris, 
Texas.  Common wisdom is that 
Mrs. Maxey probably planted 
“Watermelon Red,” which was 
the only cultivar available to 
southern gardeners throughout 
the 1800s. 

With their clusters of frilly 
blooms and graceful trunks, 
the crape myrtle served, along 
with the magnolia, as a natural 
embodiment of the charm and 
grace of the “Old South.”

Sometimes called the lilac of 
the South, crape myrtles are 
drought tolerant, flourish equal-
ly well in acid or alkaline soil, 
grow quickly and live for years. 
Savannah, GA, boasts a crape 
myrtle that is about 150 years 
old, and the oldest continually 
growing crape myrtle can be 
found at Middleton Place, an 
antebellum plantation near 
Charleston, SC, that was estab-
lished in 1791.	

Both “crape” and “crepe” are 
acceptable spellings. The name 
references how the flowers -- 
with their thin, wrinkled edges 
-- resemble crepe fabric. Crape 
is the older of the two spellings 
and is preferred by the Ameri-
can Crape Myrtle Society. 

These plants are essentially 
moderate-low maintenance, i.e., 
disease resistant with very few 
insect pests. 	

The most common problems 
are powdery mildew and aphids, 
and some people don’t like 
their “messiness” of dropped 
blossoms and peeling bark. Too, 
some people are guilty of top-

ping these trees 

Powdery mildew is a fun-
gal disease that appears as a 
grayish white dusty growth on 
leaves, new shoots and flower 
buds. It can best be dealt with 
by avoided it:  planting resistant 
hybrids in full sun; keeping the 
center of the plant open for air 
circulation and sun by removing 
crossing branches, sprouts from 
the base and diseased twigs and 
branches; and avoiding water-
ing the foliage. 

If you’ve already got powdery 
mildew, you can treat it by 
dusting or spraying with a less 
toxic fungicide such as horti-
cultural oils, neem oil, jojoba oil 
or sulfur.  Products containing 
potassium bicarbonate, anoth-
er effective and less-noxious 
choice, is generally only avail-
able to licensed applicators.

For plants that are severely 
infected, you may have to resort 
to a product containing one of 
the following chemicals: propi-
conazole, thiophanate-methyl, 
triadimefon and lime sulfur. 

Crape Myrtle: Beloved Immigrant
by Carol Seminara

GARDENING
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Howard Garrett, the Dirt Doc-
tor, has a pesticide-free solu-
tion. He recommends applying 
whole ground cornmeal to the 
root zone, which can extend 
yards beyond the drip line. Rate 
of application for the infected 
plant is 2 lbs./100 sq. ft. Garrett 
then says to spray the foliage 
with “Garrett Juice” and either 
potassium bicarbonate or corn-
meal juice.

A 0-2-1 foliar plant food, Gar-
rett Juice is a commercial mix-
ture of compost tea, horticultur-
al molasses, apple cider vinegar, 
phosphoric acid and seaweed 
extract. Garrett Juice is for sale 
at nurseries and stores that car-
ry organic gardening products. 

To make your own cornmeal 
juice, as per Garrett’s instruc-
tions, soak one pound of corn-
meal in 5 gallons of water. 
Putting the cornmeal in a bag 
of some sort -- he suggests old 
panty hose -- will make it easi-
er to keep the water relatively 
clear.

	 As for treating crape 
myrtle aphids, direct treatment 
with horticultural oil works, 
although it will require repeated 
application for thorough man-
agement of the problem. Lady-
bugs, green lacewings and para-
sitic wasps are natural predators 
of aphids. As a last resort, insec-
ticides with active ingredients 
acetamiprid or thiamethoxam 
have proven effective against 
aphids, though there is some 
concern about these chemicals 
impact on bees.

Any/all chemical compounds 
should be applied carefully 
following the recommended in-
structions for use. Wear appro-
priate protective clothing and 
never over use. More is rarely 
better.
	
Most crape myrtles are grown 

as either a shrub (2-feet) or 
small tree (20-25 feet), although 
some older trees can reach 
40-feet at maturity. The Queen 
Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia 
speciosa) is a giant among these 
trees and can grow 60 feet or 
taller. Unfortunately, this tender 
cultivar can only survive in cer-
tain semi-tropical regions, such 
as Hawaii and the southernmost 
regions of California, Texas and 
Florida, thus making it a poor 
choice for us in the Hill Coun-
try. Crepe myrtles are generally 
fast-growing, and some vari-
eties gain as much as 5-feet in 
height annually.

Crape myrtles bloom profusely 
and longtime -- up to 100 days, 
usually all summer long -- in a 
range of colors, including: white, 
pink, lavender, fuchsia, red, 
coral and violet. The bark peels 
attractively revealing lovely, 
sculptural trunks in shades of 
cream, sepia and burnt umber, 
or gray. 
	 Some crape myrtles even 

offer fall foliage displays of daz-
zling red, orange and/or yellow 
leaves.
And they are classified as a 

deer-resistant plant. 

Coupled with their hardiness, 
adaptability and good looks, 

it’s no wonder the crape myrtle 
quickly earned a permanent 
place in the Texas landscape. 
So much so that, on June 18, 
1997, Crape Myrtle became the 
official state shrub of Texas via 
House Concurrent Resolution 
(H.C.R.) no. 14. 

Texas has an official state 
native shrub, too:  Texas purple 
sage (Leucophyllum frutescens), 
as of May 27, 2005, via H.C.R. 
no. 71.  

Nonetheless, crape myrtles 
have proven so well-rounded 
that noted horticulture spe-
cialist and Extension Service 
personality Dr. Jerry M. Parsons 
calls crape myrtle “the most 
versatile plant in the Texas land-
scape.” 

I’ll let H.C.R. 14 have the final 
words: “Whereas, the crape 
myrtle has been a distinctive 
part of the Texas landscape for 
more than 100 years, and this 
striking shrub never fails to add 
a touch of class and beauty 
to its surroundings...the 75th 
Legislature of the State of Texas 
hereby formally recognize the 
valuable addition of the crape 
myrtle to our native flora.”
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SCORPIONS
FIRE ANTS
SPIDERS
TERMITES
ROACHES
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Imagine you own a small shop in the Hill Country. You 
work hard, offer great products, and have loyal customers. 
But every day, money that could be spent locally is sent 
to big online companies. That’s where Shop Local First 
comes in.

Keeping Money in the Community

When people shop local, more of their money stays in 
town. Local businesses support schools, charities, and 
events—things big online companies don’t do. By join-
ing Shop Local First, your business becomes part of a 
movement that strengthens our economy and helps your 
neighbors.

More Visibility, More Customers

Joining Shop Local First means your business will be list-
ed on the official directory, making it easy for shoppers to 
find you. But even better, you can increase your visibility 
with a card sponsorship. Sponsored cards are given to 
local heroes—teachers, first responders, and other com-
munity members—as a thank-you for their service. These 
cardholders look for businesses that accept the card be-
cause they know they’ll get special deals or discounts.

Boost Your Social Presence

Sponsoring a Shop Local First card isn’t just about 
sales—it’s about engagement. When cardholders use their 
discount at your 
business, they’re 
encouraged to share 
their experience on 
social media. Imagine 
a customer taking a 
photo at your store, 
tagging you, and rec-
ommending you to 
their friends. That’s 

free advertising and helps build your reputation.

Strengthening Community Bonds

Imagine the connections your business can foster within 
the community by joining Shop Local First. Local shop-
pers appreciate businesses that invest in the place they 
call home. By participating, you show that you're not just 
a business—you’re a neighbor. Events, partnerships, and 
collaborations organized by Shop Local First provide op-
portunities to connect with other local entrepreneurs and 
customers on a deeper level. These bonds lead to lasting 
relationships and increased loyalty, which are invaluable 
for sustaining your business and making it an integral part 
of the community.

A Simple Way to Stand Out

In a world where businesses compete for attention, being 
part of Shop Local First makes you stand out. You show 
your commitment to the community, attract new custom-
ers, and get more people talking about your business.

Joining is easy. Sponsoring a card is even easier. The 
rewards? More customers, stronger connections, and a 
thriving local economy.

So, what are you waiting for? 

Support local. Grow local.  Join Shop Local First today!

BUSINESS

Why Your Business Should Join Shop Local First
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Unlock the secret to significant savings 
on heating and cooling bills with Antler 
Insulation. As the insulation specialists 
in Kerrville, we take pride in creating 
comfortable and cost-effective living 
spaces for our valued clients.

With cutting-edge foam insulation 
and various other advanced techniques, 
we turn energy wastage into energy 

efficiency. Our solutions not only keep 
your home cozy in winters and cool in 
summers but also reduce your carbon 
footprint, making a positive impact on 
the environment.

Say goodbye to soaring energy bills and 
embrace a greener future with Antler 
Insulation. Let's insulate your way to 
comfort and savings - contact us now!

Your Gateway to Energy-Efficient Living in Kerrville!

Antler Inslation 
429 Peterson Drive, Kerrville, TX, 78028

 (830) 460-0403
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by Coral Stone

COOKING

Risotto is Worth the Time and Effort

Rice has long been associated with life, 
prosperity, and sustenance. It’s a staple 
food for a majority of the world’s people, 

especially those living in Asia, Latin America and 
portions of Africa.
European countries, too, have a fondness for 

rice dishes:  think Spain’s  paella, Greek lemon 
rice, and short-grain, high-starch varieties like 
Arborio are a staple in Italian cuisine.
Today we are going to explore one of Italy’s 

most popular and beloved rice dishes: risotto, 
which is most commonly made with short-grain 
rice like the above-mentioned Arborio.
Despite what you may have heard, making 

risotto is neither complicated nor difficult, but 
it does require attention and time. To produce 
creamy risotto, you have to have patience and 
allow the rice starch to slowly release into the 
hot liquid that is added gradually, while stirring 
all the while. 
Risotto is one of Italy’s national dishes and 

because the ingredients are simple, they must 
be best-quality. This means rich, flavorful home-
made or good canned, salt-free stock. Chicken 
stock is the most popular choice, though some 
chefs prefer salted water. Until you’re confident 
about your flavor profiles, I recommend chicken 
stock.
Too, I highly recommend you practice mise en 

place, not only for this recipe but all  future ones. 
This French culinary term simply means: 
1. read the recipe all the way through first
2. make certain you have all your ingredients 

and necessary equipment
3. prep and measure items before you begin 

cooking. If you’re planning to sauté aromatics 
(onion, garlic, etc.) to add to your risotto, you’ll 
need to prep, chop and probably cook them 
beforehand.
4. clean as you go

This is a fairly easy, creamy risotto rich with 
garlic and parmesan cheese, and you can make 
it in less than 30 minutes. The recipe uses white 
wine. If you don’t like using wine in your cooking, 
then you can substitute additional stock. If you 
do choose to use wine, please select one you like 
drinking and AVOID anything labeled “cooking 
wine” – it’s usually fortified wine of lesser flavor 
and is full of added salt and preservatives.
	 This is not a set and forget recipe, but It is 

the perfect dish to prepare while winding down 
from a hectic day. You might even enjoy having a 
refreshing beverage while you cook.
	 One last hint: heat the stock in a separate 

saucepan on the stove near your cooking pot. 
You want it simmering, never boiling.

Creamy Risotto 
with Garlic and Parmesan
Makes 6 servings

Ingredients:
½ C	 onion (white or yellow), finely 		

	 diced
6 cloves	 fresh garlic, minced
1 ½ Tbsp	 olive oil
1 ½ Tbsp	 butter, unsalted
6 C	 chicken stock, heated to a low 		

	 simmer
2/3 C	 dry, white wine, 

	 room temperature 
	 ( If not using wine, use stock)
1 ½ C	 arborio rice
1 ½ C	 Parmesan cheese, freshly 

	 grated, plus extra for serving
4 Tbsp	 fresh Italian parsley (flat leaf), 		

	 finely chopped
Freshly ground black pepper, to 	taste 
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Method:
1. Perform your mise en place, which 

should include heating your stock and 
keeping it warm.
2. In a large skillet over medium heat, add 

butter and olive oil to the pan.
3. Once the butter is melted, add onions 

to pan and saute until just tender, but not 
colored.
4. Add garlic to onion mixture and cook for 

1 minute.
5. Add rice to the pan and stir to coat each 

grain of rice with butter/oil mixture.
6. Add wine (or 2/3 C. warm stock) and stir 

until the liquid is absorbed.
7. Add 1 ladle full of stock to the rice mix-

ture and stir until it is absorbed. 
8. Continue adding stock and stir until 

you’ve used up most of the stock – this 
takes about 20-25 minutes.
9. When you add the last ladle of stock, 

only allow it to absorb half of the liquid, 
then add grated Parmesan cheese and stir.
10. Let the rice absorb stock until it is 

creamy and thick, not soupy.

11. Stir in parsley and serve, sprinkled with 
extra Parmesan cheese and freshly-ground 

black pepper to taste.
12. Mangia!
	 Once you’re comfortable with the 

concept of risotto-making, then you can try 
various regional favorites like Risotto alla 
Milanese (featuring saffron and sometimes 
beef marrow), Mushroom Risotto (from 
Piedmont region in Northern Italy), and/
or Risotto Primavera (with sautéed spring 
vegetables). 
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CLICK FOR A FREE QUOTE

Everything Auto Glass

Free mobile service - Kerrville - Fredericksburg

Click to call - 830-377-9316
Get your QUOTE today!

Visit our website: 1stcallglass.com

10% Discount 
with a Shop Local First Card
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2620 Junction Hwy • Kerrville, TX 78028

(830) 367-5712

AUTO PARTS
SHOPPING

(916) 331-7211  or  (916) 417-3229
555 Mill Run Kerrville, TX

Founded in 1966 by John Hallsten, Hallsten Corporation has established itself as 
the industry leading manufacturer of Environmental, Marine & Industrial products.
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COMING SOON 
TO AREA THEATERS

Enjoy LIVE THEATER at a venue near you.

Local Live Theater

Theatre is the art form of the 
present: it exists only in the 
present, and then it’s gone.

Simon McBurney

Boerne Community Theater
907 E. Blanco Rd., Boerne Texas 78006

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION
Tickets can be purchased online: www.boernetheatre.org
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New Home Design & ConstructionNew Home Design & Construction

Texas Hill Country's Premiere Home Builder
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ON EXHIBIT: TEXAS
Dallas 

Museum of Art
1717 North Harwood
Dallas, Texas 75201

214-922-1200
https://www.dma.org/

In April 2025, the Dallas Museum of 
Art (DMA) will feature several notable 

exhibitions:

Marisol: A Retrospective:
Spanning from the 1950s to the 

early 2000s, this exhibition highlights 
her unique vision of culture and so-

ciety through her satirical sculptures, 
self-portraits, and lesser-known works. 
It is on display through July 6th, 2025. 

Nature and Artifice: Works on Paper 
from Dürer to Rembrandt: 

This exhibition features rarely seen 
pieces, showcasing the artistic trans-
formations from the 15th to the 17th 

century. 
It is on view through July 28th, 2025. 

Backs in Fashion: Mangbetu 
Women’s Egbe

This exhibition highlights the intricate 
designs and societal roles of these gar-

ments within Mangbetu society. 
It is on display through August 3rd, 

2025. 

Encuentros: Latinx + Latin American 
Acquisitions

This exhibition showcases recent 

acquisitions of Latinx and Latin Amer-

ican art, highlighting the diversity and 
richness of these artistic traditions. 

It runs through October 5, 2025. 

Please note that exhibition dates are 
subject to change. For the most current 
information, visit the Dallas Museum of 

Art's official website.
https://www.dma.org/

Kimbell Art Museum
3333 Camp Bowie Boulevard

Fort Worth, Texas 76107-2792
Main: 817-332-8451
https://kimbellart.org

In April 2025, the Kimbell Art Muse-
um in Fort Worth, Texas, is hosting the 

following special exhibition:

Modern Art and Politics in Germany 
1910–1945

This exhibition features masterworks 
from the Neue Nationalgalerie, Berlin, 
exploring the intersection of art and 

politics in German history. 
It runs from March 30th, 2025, through 

June 22nd, 2025. 

In addition to the special exhibition, 
the Kimbell Art Museum offers a rich 
permanent collection featuring works 
from antiquity to the 20th century, in-
cluding European masterpieces, as well 

as art from Asia, Africa, and the
Ancient Americas.

Please note that exhibition dates 
and details are subject to change. It's 

advisable to check the museum's official 
website for the most current informa-

tion before planning your visit.

 Modern Art 
Museum 

of Fort Worth
3200 Darnell Street

Fort Worth, Texas 76107
1.866.824.5566

https://www.themodern.org

In April 2025, the Modern Art Mu-
seum of Fort Worth is featuring the 

following exhibitions:

Nick Cave: Amalgams and Graphts
This exhibit features his iconic 

"Soundsuits," which are wearable 
sculptures blending art, fashion, and 

performance. These vibrant creations 
challenge societal norms and celebrate 

individuality, offering a multisensory 
experience that captivates viewers.

It runs through May 15, 2025.

Maria Helena Vieira da Silva: Anato-
my of Space

Diaries of Home
A retrospective of the Portuguese 

artist's work, showcasing her evolving 
visual language. This exhibition is open 

until September 15, 2025.

Five Friends: John Cage, Merce Cun-
ningham, Jasper Johns, Robert Raus-

chenberg, Cy Twombly
Celebrating Robert Rauschenberg's 

centenary, this exhibition includes over 
150 objects and runs through August 

17, 2025.

Museum of 
Fine Arts Houston

1001 Bissonnet 
Houston, Texas 77005M

713.639.7300
https://www.mfah.org

In April 2025, the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston (MFAH), is hosting sever-

al notable exhibitions:

Toshiko Takaezu: Worlds Within
celebrates the artist's innovative ce-

ramic sculptures, paintings, and weav-
ings, showcasing over 100 works that 
span seven decades of her career. This 
exhibition highlights Takaezu's unique 

ability to blend abstract art with cultural 
heritage, creating multisensory experi-

ences. 
It runs through May 18, 2025.

Knights in Shining Armor: 
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The Pavia Tapestries
This exhibit brings Renaissance history 

to life with seven monumental tapestries 
depicting the Battle of Pavia, alongside 
intricate parade armor and ceremonial 
weapons. This exhibition offers a rare 

glimpse into the artistry and storytelling 
of 

16th-century Europe. 
On view through May 26, 2025. 

Spring Nights at the MFAH
This exhibit transforms Saturday eve-

nings in April into exclusive experiences 
with private gallery access, live music, 

curator talks, and cocktails. Visitors can 
enjoy extended hours, special discounts, 
and a relaxed atmosphere to explore the 

museum's exhibitions 
On view through May 1st, 2025. 

Picturing Nature: 
The Stuart Collection of 18th- and 

19th-Century British Landscapes and 
Beyond

Featuring over 70 works of art, this 
exhibition explores the evolution of 
landscape art in Britain, showcasing 

pieces by artists such as John Constable 
and J.M.W. Turner. 

On view from January 12 to July 6, 2025.

Please note that exhibition dates 
and details are subject to change. For 
the most current information, visit the 

MFAH's official website.

San Antonio 
Museum of Art

200 West Jones Avenue 
San Antonio, TX 78215 

210.978.8100
https://www.samuseum.org

Lovers & Fighters: Prints by Latino Art-
ists in the SAMA Collection

This exhibition highlights prints by Lati-
no artists, featuring imagery related to 

love, power, and struggle, and showcas-
es the influence of printmaking in 

Latino art history. 
On view through April 20, 2025.

The Exquisite Art of Shibata Zeshin: 
Lacquerwares 
and Paintings

Discover the delicate and intricate works 
of Shibata Zeshin, a master of Japanese 
lacquerware and painting, renowned for 
his innovative techniques and artistry. 

On view through April 27, 2025.
For the most current information on 
these exhibitions and related events, 

please visit the San Antonio Museum of 
Art's official website.

McNay Art Museum
6000 N New Braunfels Ave, 

San Antonio, TX 78209
(210) 824-5368

https://www.mcnayart.org

In April 2025, the McNay Art Museum 
in San Antonio is showcasing several 

notable exhibitions:

Sport and Spectator
This exhibition celebrates the inter-

section of sports and art, showcasing 
works that explore themes of team-

work and healthy living. It also features 
interactive experiences, such as arcade 
games, inviting visitors to engage with 
the playful side of sports culture. Open 
from March 2, 2025, to June 30, 2025.

Michael Tracy: The Elegy of Distance
A tribute to the late artist and activist 

Michael Tracy, featuring his evocative 
works that reflect on themes of spiritual-
ity and humanity. The exhibition includes 

large-scale paintings and mixed-media 
objects, complemented by an original 
soundscape to enhance the immersive 
experience. Open from March 2, 2025, 

to June 30, 2025.

Second Thursday Events
Monthly evening events with free 

admission, live music, and themed activ-
ities, including Fiesta-inspired celebra-

tions in April and family-focused events 

in May. These gatherings also offer 
art-making activities and food trucks, 
creating a vibrant community atmo-

sphere. Happening on April 10, 2025, 
and May 8, 2025.

McNay Print Fair
A unique event for art collectors 

and enthusiasts, celebrating 29 years 
of bringing together newcomers and 

seasoned collectors alike. Visitors can 
explore and purchase exquisite prints, 
drawings, and photographs from over 
a dozen art dealers across the United 

States. Held on May 3–4, 2025.

Designing Shakespeare Through the 
Ages

This exhibition explores the evolving 
interpretations of Shakespeare's plays 

through costume and set designs. It runs 
from March 27, 2025, to July 6, 2025, 

and features designs for iconic works like 
Hamlet and Romeo and Juliet.

Mama  Madre  Mother
This exhibition examines the diverse 

depictions of motherhood in art, show-
casing the emotional and cultural dimen-
sions of parenthood. It is open from May 

1, 2025, to August 3, 2025.

For more information on these exhibi-
tions and related events, please visit the 
McNay Art Museum's official website.

Museum are René Paul Barilleaux, Head 
of Curatorial Affairs, and Lauren Thomp-

son, Curator of Exhibitions.
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The Point Theater
120 Point Theatre Road, Ingram, Texas 78025 

The Hill Country Arts Foundation (HCAF)/Point Theatre is located on the banks 
of the Guadalupe River off State Highway 39 in Ingram, Texas. HCAF provides a 

cultural atmosphere, including art classes and theatre for professionals and ama-
teurs, plus special children’s programs.

See the 2025-theatre-season here

Playhouse 2000
The Kathleen C. Cailloux City Center for the Performing Arts in beautiful down-
town Kerrville, TX includes the 800 seat Cailloux Theater, the intimate VK Ga-

rage Theater black box, and the Kit Werlein Annex support facility.  All facilities 
and programming are managed by Playhouse 2000, a production and community 

theater performance company with over 20 years history bringing great enter-
tainment to the Hill Country.  Playhouse 2000 is also proud to offer their own 

productions at the Cailloux City Center.  We hope to see you soon!

See the Playhouse 2000 season here


